
African American Women and Earth-Honoring
Faiths: Ecology and Justice
At the intersection of faith, ecology, and social justice, African American
women have played a pivotal role in shaping a transformative narrative that
envisions a harmonious coexistence between humanity and the Earth.
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This article delves into the rich tapestry of African American women's
contributions to earth-honoring faiths, highlighting their unique
perspectives, activism, and resilience in addressing environmental
challenges and pursuing justice.

Spirituality and the Earth

For many African American women, their connection to the Earth is deeply
rooted in spiritual traditions that honor the interconnectedness of all living
beings. Indigenous wisdom, African cosmologies, and Christian theologies
have influenced their understanding of the natural world.
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Women like Rue Mapp, a prominent African American ecofeminist, and
Wangari Maathai, the founder of the Green Belt Movement, have drawn
inspiration from these traditions to advocate for environmental sustainability
and empower marginalized communities.

Ecological Activism

African American women have been at the forefront of environmental
justice movements, addressing the disproportionate impact of pollution and
climate change on their communities.

The Environmental Justice Movement, led by women like Majora Carter
and Hazel Johnson, has fought against toxic waste dumps, oil spills, and
other forms of environmental degradation that have endangered African
American neighborhoods.

By connecting ecological issues to social justice concerns, these women
have raised awareness and mobilized communities to advocate for their
health and well-being.

Liberation Theology

Liberation theology, an approach to Christianity that emphasizes liberation
from oppression, has played a significant role in shaping the ecological
consciousness of African American women.

Theologians like Delores S. Williams and Jacqui Alexander have explored
the interconnectedness of racial and environmental justice within a
liberatory framework.



By challenging dominant narratives that perpetuate environmental
degradation and social inequality, liberation theology provides a
transformative lens for understanding ecology and justice.

Black Ecofeminism

Black ecofeminism, an intersectional approach that combines
environmentalism, feminism, and anti-racism, has been a potent force in
advocating for the interconnectedness of all living beings.

Women like bell hooks, Alice Walker, and Patricia Hill Collins have written
extensively about the ways in which racism, sexism, and environmental
degradation are intertwined.

By centering the experiences of African American women, black
ecofeminism offers a unique perspective on the ecological crisis and the
need for systemic change.

Examples

Evelyn White, a member of the Lumbee tribe, is a renowned ecologist
and conservationist. Her work focuses on preserving indigenous
cultural practices related to environmental stewardship.

Michelle Alexander, a civil rights lawyer, has highlighted the deep
connections between environmental justice, mass incarceration, and
racial discrimination.

Adrienne Maree Brown, a social justice activist and author, has
written extensively about the importance of spirituality, community
organizing, and ecological awareness in the fight for liberation.



African American women have made invaluable contributions to earth-
honoring faiths and the pursuit of ecology and justice.

Their unique perspectives, activism, and resilience have shaped a
transformative narrative that empowers marginalized communities,
challenges environmental degradation, and envisions a harmonious
coexistence between humanity and the Earth.

By honoring the voices and experiences of these extraordinary women, we
can deepen our understanding of the interconnectedness of all living
beings and work together to create a more just and sustainable future.
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