
Class Divisions in Serial Television:
Uncovering the Hidden Truths
Serial television, with its captivating storytelling and complex characters,
has become a staple of modern entertainment. Beyond its surface appeal,
however, lies a deeper exploration of class divisions – a pervasive societal
issue that often goes unnoticed. This article delves into the nuanced
portrayal of class in serial television, examining how it shapes narratives,
influences character development, and reflects the real-world complexities
of class struggle.

Class as a Narrative Device

In serial television, class distinctions serve as a powerful narrative device,
driving conflicts, creating tension, and shaping the overall arc of the story.
Characters from different socioeconomic backgrounds are juxtaposed,
showcasing the stark contrasts in their lives and experiences. Shows like
"The Crown" meticulously depict the grandeur and privilege of the British
royal family, while others such as "Shameless" offer an unflinching look at
the struggles of a working-class family living in poverty.
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By exploring these disparities, serial television challenges viewers to
confront the inequalities that exist in society. It forces us to question our
own assumptions and biases, shedding light on the ways in which class
can both unite and divide us.

Class and Character Development

Class also plays a crucial role in shaping the development of characters in
serial television. The backgrounds, values, and aspirations of individuals
are often deeply rooted in their socioeconomic status. Characters from
wealthy backgrounds may navigate the world with ease, while those from
marginalized communities face systemic barriers that hinder their progress.

Shows like "Orange Is the New Black" provide nuanced portrayals of
women from diverse class backgrounds, revealing how their experiences in
the criminal justice system are shaped by their socioeconomic status.
"Game of Thrones," on the other hand, explores the intricate web of power
and privilege within a feudal society, where class determines one's destiny.

Through these characters, serial television allows viewers to empathize
with individuals from all walks of life, deepening our understanding of the
challenges and triumphs they face.

A Reflection of Societal Realities

Beyond its narrative and character-building potential, serial television
serves as a powerful reflection of the class divisions that exist in society.
The stories it tells often mirror the experiences of real-world communities,
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highlighting the systemic inequalities and social injustices that continue to
plague our societies.

Shows like "Modern Family" and "Schitt's Creek" offer humorous takes on
the complexities of family dynamics across class lines, while "The Wire"
provides a gritty and unflinching depiction of crime, poverty, and police
brutality in Baltimore.

By holding a mirror to society, serial television sparks important
conversations about class and its impact on individuals and communities. It
challenges viewers to reflect on their own beliefs and actions, promoting a
greater sense of empathy and understanding.

Class divisions are an integral aspect of serial television, offering a rich and
nuanced exploration of societal inequalities. Through compelling narratives,
complex characters, and a reflection of real-world issues, serial television
sheds light on the complexities of class struggle, challenging our
assumptions and fostering a deeper understanding of the world around us.

As we continue to grapple with the challenges of class divisions, serial
television serves as a powerful tool for reflection, empathy, and social
critique. By immersing ourselves in these stories, we can gain a deeper
appreciation for the struggles and triumphs of individuals from all walks of
life, and work towards a more just and equitable society.
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