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This book examines the concept of labor aristocracy in the context of
Korean society. It explores the historical development of the labor
aristocracy, its role in the labor movement, and its impact on Korean
society. The book also provides a comparative analysis of the labor
aristocracy in Korea and other countries.
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The Historical Development of the Labor Aristocracy in Korea

The labor aristocracy in Korea emerged in the late 19th century, as the
country began to industrialize. The first labor unions were formed in the
early 20th century, and the labor movement grew rapidly in the 1920s and
1930s. However, the labor movement was suppressed by the Japanese
colonial government, and it was not until after Korea's liberation in 1945
that the labor movement began to revive.
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In the postwar period, the labor movement in Korea was divided between
two main factions: the moderate faction, which was led by the Federation of
Korean Trade Unions (FKTU),and the radical faction, which was led by the
Korean Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU). The moderate faction was
supported by the government, while the radical faction was more critical of
the government's economic policies.

In the 1970s and 1980s, the labor movement in Korea grew rapidly, and the
labor aristocracy began to emerge as a significant force in Korean society.
The labor aristocracy was made up of skilled workers who had relatively
high wages and benefits. They were often employed in the manufacturing
sector, and they played a key role in the country's economic development.

The Role of the Labor Aristocracy in the Labor Movement

The labor aristocracy has played a significant role in the labor movement in
Korea. Skilled workers have been at the forefront of many labor disputes,
and they have played a key role in winning improvements in wages and
working conditions for all workers.

However, the labor aristocracy has also been criticized for its conservatism.
Some critics argue that the labor aristocracy is more concerned with
protecting its own interests than with fighting for the interests of all workers.
Others argue that the labor aristocracy has become too close to the
government and has lost its independence.

The Impact of the Labor Aristocracy on Korean Society

The labor aristocracy has had a significant impact on Korean society.
Skilled workers have played a key role in the country's economic
development, and they have contributed to the rise of a middle class in



Korea. However, the labor aristocracy has also been criticized for its
conservatism and for its close ties to the government.

The future of the labor aristocracy in Korea is uncertain. The labor
movement is facing a number of challenges, including the decline of
manufacturing employment, the rise of the service sector, and the
increasing global competition. It is unclear how the labor aristocracy will
respond to these challenges, but it is likely that it will continue to play a
significant role in Korean society.

Comparative Analysis of the Labor Aristocracy in Korea and Other
Countries

The labor aristocracy in Korea is similar to the labor aristocracy in other
countries in some ways. For example, skilled workers in Korea and other
countries are often employed in the manufacturing sector, and they have
relatively high wages and benefits. However, there are also some important
differences between the labor aristocracy in Korea and other countries.

One of the most important differences is the role of the government. In
Korea, the government has played a more active role in the development of
the labor aristocracy than in other countries. The government has provided
support for labor unions, and it has also implemented policies that have
benefited skilled workers.

Another important difference is the relationship between the labor
aristocracy and the labor movement. In Korea, the labor aristocracy has
been more closely aligned with the government than in other countries.
This has led some critics to argue that the labor aristocracy in Korea is not
truly independent.



The labor aristocracy is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon. It is a
product of both historical and contemporary factors, and it has had a
significant impact on Korean society. The labor aristocracy is likely to
continue to play a significant role in Korean society in the years to come.

This book provides a comprehensive analysis of the labor aristocracy in
Korea. It explores the historical development of the labor aristocracy, its
role in the labor movement, and its impact on Korean society. The book
also provides a comparative analysis of the labor aristocracy in Korea and
other countries.

This book is a valuable resource for anyone interested in the labor
aristocracy in Korea. It is a well-written and informative book that provides
a comprehensive overview of this important topic.
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